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Happy New Year! 
Being an educator provides the
rare opportunity to start fresh,
to establish new goals, and to
touch new lives - each year.
 This year is no different.  As we
begin the 2018-2019 academic
year, the staff has worked
tirelessly to ensure that our
EAGLES have exceptional
experiences, new opportunities,
and safe spaces that allow for
their healthy growth and
development. 
The theme this year is Leading
with Passion and, with
enthusiasm and diligence, we
will continue to focus on
growing our division-wide
science, technology,  
 

engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) program, and on 
providing backdrops for student 
voice through civic and 
academic opportunities.  In 
addition, we will continue 
working on the PECPS strategic 
plan that will outline our “flight 
plans” for the next five years.  As 
the Dalai Lama stated, “In order 
to carry a positive action, we 
must develop here a positive 
vision.”   
Thus, in that spirit, we welcome 
our students and PECPS 
community to a new year in 
which we will accomplish great 
things for Prince Edward 
County Public Schools.   
Welcome Back and Happy New 
Year! 
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PARENT TO PARENT
ParentPortal in PowerSchool is a 
great tool for you and your 
student to keep up with academic 
performance and to encourage 
your child/teen to take 
responsibility for their learning. 
It is a launching point for 
conversations about areas where 
students are struggling and 
where they are excelling. 
Together, you can review grades, 
attendance, and contact teachers, 
and this information can be sent 
to multiple email inboxes daily, 
weekly, or monthly.   
 
To get started, you will need an 
access code--you can get this  

from your student’s guidance 
counselor.  Already have an 
account and don’t remember 
your password, click “Forgot 
Username or Password?” The 
Portal is located at  
https://pecps.powerschool.com/ 
public/ or under "For Parents" 
on the every school's website. 
 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
are September 13th from 3-7pm. 
At the middle school and high 
school there are no 
appointments- just go to the 
classroom.  We strongly 
encourage you to attend. We 
both bring our students with us. 

B Y  S A R A H  M C E L F R E S H  &  P A M  T R A C Y

Several rising 6th grade 
students spent 3 weeks this 
summer traveling to Kenston 
Forest School to participate in a 
regional STEAM Health Camp. 
Students from Prince Edward, 
Cumberland, Mecklenburg, 
Nottoway, and Kenston Forest 
learned about personal and 
environmental health and 
wellness as well as nutrition. 
They toured various programs 
at Longwood University and 
learned about different 
healthcare related careers. 
Students were able to 
participate in this wonderful 
opportunity due to the generous 
scholarships made possible 
through Centra’s Health 
Community Benefit 
Committee.  The camp ended 
with a Sundae Fun Day where 
students showcased their work 
for community members and 
parents. 
 
 

Every season provides 
another brick in the 

foundation of the rest 
of your life. The time 

spent at PECPS should 
be cherished and 

every moment should 
be seized to make this 

brick a strong one.

S H A M A N D A
W A S H I N G T O N  
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Summer Reflections | Dylon |
Grade 12 
This summer was very long,
stressful, full of work, but yet
amazing. When school let out
and summer began I had five
jobs that I worked. As time went
on I became tired and quit two
of them. Two of the jobs were
different horse farms and the
other was at Fourth Street
Motor Co.  
To start off, an experience that
affected me was working at
Fourth Street Motor Co. I was
the only detailer. I also did
mechanical work. I've always
worked for my own money. The
reason it affected me was I
worked with the "outside world"
and customers. 
Working to please customers at
Fourth Street Motor Co. was
something that affected me in a
positive way. It affected me
positively because I learned so
much. 

I've never worked at a place like
Fourth Street, mainly farms.
Working at Fourth Street taught
me how to work "for the
customer." 
From working at Fourth Street I
learned how to work with
customers. Every single
customer is different. Detailing
cars was not hard at all.
Learning how to stay calm and
talk to the cusomers was the
hard thing. Now I've learned
how to stay calm and that's
something every employer
seeks. 
In conclusion, this summer was
full of many things for myself.
The summer could have been
better and much worse. I
worked constantly but I
wouldn't of traded it for the
world. It was a pretty great
summer.

 
The community should
do everything they can

to get involved with
the school system.
 Investing time and
money in schools is
easily the greatest
way to improve a
community as a

whole. 

J O N  W I L C O X  
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A letter to Mrs. Jones |
Elementary Principal from
Temiya | Grade 2 
Dear Mrs. Jones 
I love you ❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤
❤.⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐. We have all been
good in school. On the first day
of school we were happy. We
read books everyday. We listen
to our teacher. Our teacher is
nice. The End 
 
Summer Reflections | Sydney |
Grade 8 
This summer I went to Florida
with my two brothers and my
parents. We went to Disney
World, Universal, Islands of
Adventure, Legoland, and Sea
World. Each day we went to a
different park out of the nine
days we stayed. My favorite
park was Disney World,
because it hardly rained, so we
rode most of the rides and I
bought Minnie ears. We even
went to the beach and used our
regular clothes since our
swimsuits were in the trunk! I
had an awesome time, but I’m
glad to be back in school
because I can learn and see my
friends.  
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These are a few of our favorite
things. 
Golf, volleyball, football, oh my! 
Cool crisp mornings,  children
giggling, and homecoming on
the horizon are just some of the
things that bring joy to our
campus.  Three weeks in and we
can already tell this is going to
be a fantastic school year.   
       The Virginia Department of
Education released preliminary
SOL results and the Eagles are
looking so great! You can read
more on our website.   
       Our superintendent is
hosting family and community
listening forums this fall at
various times and locations. 
Come and let your voice be
heard.  Your engagement is so
important.  Details can be found
on the website and social media.

       Librarians at both the
elementary and middle school
are looking for volunteers. 
Reach out to your building
administrators if you can spare
some time. 
We are constantly striving to
better our communication. 
Messenger calls, social media,
and the website are just a few of
the ways that we can stay
connected.

 
Enjoy your time &

keep an open
mind. There are great
things happening in

Prince Edward County
Public Schools, and
alumni are doing

great things. 
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